
Munro College Old Boys Association 

Newsletter- Jan 2022 

Greetings and salutations to all MCOBA members and non-members. 

MCOBA continues to provide support to our Alma Mater and in 2021 had several successful 
interventions sponsored by various groups and individual Old Boys the highlights of which were as 
follows: 

 Lindy Delapenha Golf Tournament was extremely successful. Over seventy-five golfers 
participated and at the end of the day, the event grossed over $2.1 million with a net income of 
$1.4 million for MCOBA. The 2022 renewal is set for July 16th. We encourage all MCOB,S to 
participate in this marquis event this year. 

 Technology- The new MCOBA website Login - Munro College Old Boys Association 

(mcobajm.org) is up and running and we encourage old boys to register and pay their 

dues on- line. It is now much easier for us to send emails, and for MCOBS to pay dues, 

make donations and purchase memorabilia.  

 Tennis Programme- This is going very 
well with a coach and various students 
being recruited to start in January and 
donations already booked at $450,000 
and there was a balance of approx. 
$633,000.  

 

 Dues collected from 122 members amounted to $937,655.00 at the end of October 2021 
compared with the $1,043,000 collected for 2020 from 134 members so we need to see an 
increase in the dues collection as this is the main source of funding for our Secretariat. 
Cleveland Baker is the latest lifetime member. He paid for his lifetime membership and 
donated $635,350 to the school’s infrastructure projects 

 Memorabilia sales needs to be increased as we have mugs, T shirts, wrist bands and other 
items and at end of October 2021 was $139,229.00. In 2022, we will improve our memorabilia 
offerings. 

 

 Class of 83- Nurses Station Upgrade: This Group 
has taken on this project to improve the Nurses station 
and the Covid management and responsiveness ability 
of MC. 

 

 Class of 88 Window replacement program: Class of “88 has embarked on a program to replace 

many of the old windows. Quite a number have been replaced already and it is anticipated the 

pace will pick up in 2022. 

https://mcobajm.org/login/
https://mcobajm.org/login/


 Re-purposing of Old Coke Farquharson: The plan is to refurbish the entire top floor above the 

dining room and convert to staff rooms, thereby freeing up boarding space in the new Pearman 

Calder block. Work continues, but more funding is needed for us to complete. 

 Water Harvesting Project- The feasibility study was completed and concluded that we should 
repair and upgrade several critical components of the existing system but only marginally 
increase the areas covered. The final report is being prepared to seek funding in the new year 
for the works to be undertaken.  

 

 Bottom Field- Plans are 
being put in place to 
upgrade the bottom 
field and we are seeking 
an Architect to do plans 
for the upgrade.  

 

 Da Costa Cup Football – Munro just completed one of our best football seasons in several 

years, which provides hope for further improvement soon. The improved performance this 

year, with the help of coach Jackie Walters, was greatly assisted by several donations, including 

$750,000 received from one donor, Stan Darville, and $400,000 from Dr John Gordon.  

  Schools Challenge Quiz: Preparation for the SCQ 
2022 have already begun and the team has entered a few 
competitions practice matches, and we already had our 
first match which we won. 

Our 2022 team is young and fresh! 

 

 

 Repainting of the Administrative Block: Class of ‘95 
undertook the repainting of the entire admin block 
thereby greatly enhancing the working environment for 
our Admin staff.  

 

 Hall of Fame 2022- Plans are moving ahead to have a physical Hall of Fame ceremony this year 
and nominations, citations, venue, budget, and an event planner are being put in place. 

 

 



Priority Projects for 2022 

We had discussions with HM Smith, and he has assembled a list of 
priority projects for Munro College in 2022. We are sharing this list 
with all Old Boy with the hope that groups of Old Boys (e.g., year 
groups, overseas chapters, sports groups etc.) will commit to taking 
on one of these projects and see it through in a timely fashion.  If 
anyone wants to help but does not belong to a group, the MCOBA 
may always be contacted directly. 

The following are his priorities: 

 Upgrading of Wi-Fi Infrastructure & Internet  
approximate cost Ja$6,000,000.00.  
Procurement and installation of a campus wide WIFI system,  

Critically needed to facilitate classes as the school transitions to a more integrated approach to 
facilitating F2F teaching and learning. Upgrading of Internet Service Procurement of additional 
bandwidth to meet the demands of providing access to teachers and students to facilitate teaching and 
learning $400,000.00 installation/ monthly $200,000.00 Reoccurring monthly cost remains 
burdensome for the school 

 

ALSO Purchase Huawei Idea-Hubs Approx. cost$3,200,000.00.  Purchase of three web conferencing 
smart boards to facilitate hybrid teaching. Figure quoted is the cost for three units. Each junior school 
year group will be assigned one unit.  

 

 Window Project Complete replacement of damaged widows  
Approximate cost: $2,440,000.00  
The window project is in its fifth year and is critically needed to ensure the classrooms and dormitories 
are habitable and the aesthetics of the campus is greatly improved. 
 

 Renovation of the Biology Lab-  
Estimated cost-$4,140,000.00.  
Carryout critical structural work, replace windows and install new workstations/counters with sinks 
along with upgrading storage/ prep room- Although the school maintains enviable science results the 
biology lab has not been refurbished in over two decades. The facility is in dire need of renovation.  
 

 Purchase of school bus-  
Approximate cost $18,000,000.00. 
Procuring a school bus is very important as the school enters this critical stage of rebuilding our sports 
programmes and academic trips.   Note that in November the old school bus was involved in an 
accident. The existing bus is over 13 years old and is becoming increasingly difficult and expensive to 
maintain. Its frequent and high servicing cost underscores the need for it to be replaced. 
 

 Rehabilitation of the football field-  
Approximate cost $3,840,000.00   
Resurfacing of the main football field to provide a suitable surface for the players Includes 
repositioning of the main football field and changing the orientation of the 400m track. 
 



 
  

 Rehabilitation of the MC Sports Dormitory-  
Approximate cost $1,960,000.00  
Replacing doors, windows, upgrading kitchen, create shower area and purchase additional beds.  
Needed to support the development of the sports programme. Particularly facilitating ‘Day Boys’. Will 
also require ongoing financial support to cover the operational cost of running the facility. A budget is 
presently being prepared to detail the projected costs associated with operating the facility. 
 

 Upgrading of the computer labs- 
Approximate cost $3,850,000.00  
Purchasing new desktop computers and installation of a/c units. Also includes purchasing furniture. 
Figure quoted is cost for one lab. Three labs need refurbishing.  
 

 Public Address System-  
Approximate cost $1,007,000.00 
Procurement and installation of a PA system is critically needed to aid in improving on campus 
communications. This project is critically important at this time due to the constraints created by 
COVID-19 and the inability to meet with the students/staff in general assembly 
 

 Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality Lab-  
Approximate cost$3,540,000.00 
Establish a first of its kind (in Jamaica) VR/AR Lab that will lead the way in redefining learning in the 
21stcentury. A crucial project in the school’s strategy to improve student engagement and enrich the 
curriculum. 
 

 Construction of industrial chicken house-  
Approximate cost $60,000,000.00.  
This forms a critical part of the broader redevelopment plans for the school farm as the institution 
actively promotes farming as a viable and important career path. Also presents an opportunity to 
generate income to assist with the operational expenses associated with running the institution Need 
to develop partnership with the key players in the industry to commercially raise chickens in a bid to 
improve the school’s cashflow 
 

 Basketball Court-  
Approximate cost $2,400,000.00.  
Construction of a Basketball Court is needed to support the school’s involvement and competitiveness 
in basketball 
 

 Hockey Court-  
Approximate cost $2,880,000.00 
Construction of a Hockey Court. Needed to support the school’s involvement and continued 
competitiveness in Hockey 
 

 Repaving of Concrete Driveway/ Walkways- 
 Approximate cost $9,800,000.00 
Repaving of concrete driveway adjacent to Padda Court, Chapel, Old Coke and Old PC Buildings. Will 
also improve efficiency of water harvesting and aesthetics of campus 
 



 
 

 Rainwater Harvesting.  
 Approximate $10,000,000.00. 
Develop study and carry out work to improve the 
school’s rainwater harvesting infrastructure. This will 
greatly reduce the school’s dependence on NWC water 
supply and improve water availability during periods of 
drought.  

 

Old Drinking Water tank re-roofed. 


