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Annual General 
Meeting and New 
Executive Elected:
We are pleased to report that we recently had a 
successful AGM at the Medallion Hall Hotel on 
October 25th, 2016.

Over 40 old boys attended, and there was a smooth 
transition to our new Executive.

Outgoing President, Arthur Williams, who did not 
seek re-election because he is leaving the country to 
take up a Government assignment in Washington, was 
praised for his excellent stewardship of the MCOBA 
over the last 4 – plus years. In addition to the MCOBA 

Education Scholarship Fund, which he spearheaded, 
and the launch of the 160th anniversary activities, 
President Williams was particularly congratulated 
on the legacy of the MCOBA Hall of Fame he and his 
executive started, which now has over 30 inductees. 

One highlight of the meeting was the presence of 
old boy Dr. Jeremy Knight, who paid up ALL his 
outstanding dues – all 36 years-worth - starting from 
when he left Munro!

We’re not saying that all of you need to follow suit 
(although more of the same would be nice) but we 
would like you all to become current, starting now or 
very early in 2017. Our annual dues are cheap compared 
to other schools and are likely to be increased next 
year, so now is a good time to catch up. Contact the 
Secretariat or any member of the Executive if you have 
any difficulty getting the dues to us.  

The new team was unanimously elected, with a slate 
comprising of:

President                - Elias Azan

1st Vice President - Telroy Morgan

2nd Vice President – Kenry Jackson

Secretary                - Martin Linton

Asst. Secretary      - Michael Elliot

Treasurer                - Robert Marrett

Deputy Treasurer - Richard Dawkins

Six Elected Members – Courtney Haughton, Victor 
Tomlinson, Glen Shields, Dayton Robinson, Elvis 
James, and Linley Reynolds. Tony Morrison was co-
opted as Public Relations Officer.  
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Fellow Munronians,

It is indeed an honour and privilege to be elected to serve as President of the 
Munro College Old Boys Association (MCOBA).

Having served in the capacity of 2nd VP for almost 5 years, I consider that I have 
been equipped to take on this role and I thank you for your confidence in me.

I must pay Tribute to our outgoing President, Mr. Arthur Williams, who led gallantly 
from the front since April 2012, and congratulate him on leading the team over 
the years to a level of excellence and achievement during his tenure. We wish him 
well in his assignment in Washington on behalf of the Government of Jamaica.

My commitment during my tenure is to bring a proper structure of good governance 
to our Association, forge greater links with all old boys as well as established alumni 
across the diaspora, to include HOGA as well as the joint Munro Hampton Alumni 
Associations across North America, Canada, and the UK. Contacts have already 
been established, and this is envisaged will lead to greater cooperation between 
ourselves and these associations.

Additionally, it is my intention to create an awareness of the needs and 
requirements of our beloved alma mater, and facilitate support from all quarters, 
not just financially but in terms of equipment, time given by alumni to support a 
mentoring program for the present students, and any other areas of support that 
can be facilitated to bring about the change required at Munro for us to achieve 
our goals.

We have successfully executed several programs in the past few years, and we 
intend to continue the more successful of these and expand to include others. 
At all times participation of past and present students, staff and the PTA will be 
paramount and critical to the success of any program.

resident’s
essage

the
PM

Elias Azan
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Change is necessary and important, and we must change to grow. Our New 
Headmaster is proving to be certainly up to the task, and we are looking forward 
to cementing our relationship with him and the school, and all stakeholders, as we 
continue and increase our support in all areas.

Munronians must now stand up and be counted. It is a huge struggle that cannot 
be only the responsibility and response of the Executive of the MCOBA. We need 
every old boy to come on board, with or through the Association, with whatever 
you can, whenever you can, to help rebuild our school pride, our sporting prowess, 
our academic excellence and every other pride that Munro boys were known for 
“back in the glory days.” 

Our infrastructure is in dire need of upgrading, classrooms and labs are too few 
and too small to accommodate all our students. Renewable energy and more 
efficient water management must be a part of our way forward, for sustainable 
growth and development.

MCOBA and Munro College need your support. 

Munro has been good to all of us; let us all work together to repay Munro for the 
effort put into all of us to make us who we are today. Let us strive for the excellence 
of the Roper and Harle era that so many of us lament has passed. Let us hold our 
hands in support of each other, the MCOBA, the headmaster and staff, the PTA, 
the Board, the Trust, and the School, so that together we can move forward as 
one in a spirit of cooperation and excellence.

I am happy that our Newsletter has finally made its appearance, and congratulate 
the Editorial team, and look forward to keeping you informed through this medium 
as well as via a social media platform, as we go forward. 

In the spirit of the season, let me also wish you and your families a very Blessed, 
Holy and Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Bobo Ski Watten Tallah Alla Skiwah!



4

Highlights

1856 – 2016:
160 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

Looking back with pride, looking forward with confidence,
and building a future worthy of our past.
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On Friday April 15, 2016, the Munro College Old 
Boys Association (MCOBA), joined by Headmaster 
Mark Smith, School Board Chairman Ryan White, 
and Chairman of the Munro and Dickenson Trust, 
Dr. Brian Morgan, CD, launched the 160th anniversary 
celebrations of Munro College in St. Elizabeth.

The launch occurred at a midday press conference at 
the Medallion Hall Hotel, 53 Hope Road, Kingston 6, 
chosen for the St. Elizabeth connection of its proprietor, 
Glen Bromfield, OD. 

MCOBA President Arthur Williams gave an outline 
of the planned activities, and the celebrations were 
officially launched by special guest, Munronian and 
Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid, Minister of Education 
Youth and Information. Also on hand as a special 
guest was another Munronian, the Hon. Floyd 
Green, Minister of State - Ministry of Education Youth 
and Information, who formally launched the MCOBA 
Education Scholarship Fund.

Just two days before, Munro College had won the 
Burger King-sponsored National Secondary Schools’ 
Debating Championship, and the Headmaster took 
the team along with him to the event to share in the 
moment.

 

 

Munro and Dickenson Trust Chairman, Dr. Brian Morgan, 
CD, 2nd left, flanked by  MCOBA 1st Vice President Kenry 
Jackson, left, and school Board Chairman Ryan White, 3rd 
left, all pay keen attention. Old Boys (l-r) Robert Marrett 
and Telroy Morgan are equally attentive just behind them.   

Munro’s champion debate team shows off their trophy: 
l-r, Ms. Evonie Blake, team coach, Mark Smith, Principal, 
team members Mario Plummer Congo-Nyah, Owayne 
Honeyghan, and Nahjae Nunes, with Education, Youth and 
Information State Minister Floyd Green and Minister Ruel 
Reid. Both Ministers wore their Munro College Old Boys tie 
for the occasion.    

MUNRO COLLEGE 
LAUNCHES 160TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS

MCOBA President Arthur Williams outlines the years’ 
activities while Ministers Green and Reid listen keenly.

Former Munro College Head Prefect, Senator the Hon. 
Ruel Reid, Minister of Education Youth and Information, 
officially launches the 160th anniversary celebrations.  
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Munronian the Hon. Floyd Green, Minister 
of State, Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information, launches the MCOBA Education 
Scholarship Fund. 

The Munro College Old Boys Association 
(MCOBA) is pleased to announce that the 
recently established MCOBA Education Fund, 
quietly organized in 2014 by MCOBA President 
Arthur Williams, has already grown to J$18 
million dollars, as at April 14, 2016. 

The Fund awards Bursaries, Scholarships 
and Grants to students and teachers at Munro 
College, and at the time of the launch had seen 
donations of 15 Bursaries, 7 Scholarships and 5 
Grants (3 to teachers and 2 to schools), viable for 
the next five years. 

Bursaries represent awards of less than J$100,000, 
scholarships represent awards in excess of J$100,000, 
and grants can be any amount, and represent 
donations and incentive awards directed to specific 
categories of students and staff members. 

A commitment to deliver quality 
education at an affordable cost is 
always going to be a challenge, 
and we do not wish to either lower 
our standards or regress to the era 
when only the wealthy could send 
their children to schools like Munro 
College. Against that background, 
this scholarship fund is always going 
to be a critical component of the 
schools continued success and very 
existence, and so we implore your 
support.        

The fund was initially – as it 
should be – driven solely by 
Munro old boys, and we heartily 
thank and commend all our 
donors to date. However, we 
also invite even more old boys, 
from near and far, to make their 
contribution.

We also extend an invitation to personal 
and corporate donors outside the Munro 
College community to support this worthy 
cause, as contributing to Munro College in 
this way is not just a contribution to Munro, 
but also a contribution to Jamaica’s future.

 The funds are being ably managed by Alliance 
Investment Management Limited, where the 
President and Vice President are brothers and 
both Munro old boys, and the Assistant Vice 
President is married to a Munro old boy. We 
thank Peter D. Chin and his team at Alliance for 
all their support.

We must extend a special word of gratitude to 
Munro old boy and former Board Chairman Dave 
Lyn, who donated a total of $2.5 million in grants, 
all of which constitute incentive awards for our 
teachers. This is in addition to five hundred 
thousand dollars in two bursaries for students 
over five years, for a grand total of $3 million 
dollars in donations to the fund.   

MUNRO COLLEGE OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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We are also very grateful and indeed indebted to 
MCOBA Hall of Fame member William “Billy” 
McConnell, who has donated six bursaries and 
two scholarships, for a total of $2 million dollars 
over 4 years.     

Further information can be found on our website 
at munroalumni.net.

President of Alliance Investment Management, Peter D. Chin, (2nd left) makes a symbolic presentation of part of his 
scholarship donation to MCOBA President Arthur Williams, while MCOBA 2nd Vice President Kenry Jackson looks on.  

The Hon. William “Billy” McConnell, OJ, makes a symbolic 
presentation of one of his scholarship and bursary donations to 
MCOBA President, Arthur Williams.     
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The lecture series, coordinated by Robert “Bobby” Stephens, 
despite a lukewarm start, gathered momentum quickly and 
mushroomed into a worthwhile success, and many students 
from Munro and surrounding schools have been in attendance. 

Note: For several inadvertent reasons, some dates had to be 
changed, which then meant not everyone intended was available 
for the new dates, and so the dates (and in some cases the 
speakers and times) of actual lectures finally delivered do not 
all correspond to the information on the original flyer pictured.

MCOBA
Distinguished Lecture Series

The actual lectures were as 
follows:

• Law was presented by Hon. Hugh Hart  and 
Dr. Derrick McKoy on
20th April;

• ManageMent was presented by Robert 
Stephens on September 14th; 

• education was presented by 
Dr. alfred Sangster on September 14th 

• agriculture & Business was 
presented by William “Billy” Mcconnell on 
September 28th

• Business was presented by gassan azan 
on October 27th 

• dentistry was presented by 
dr. Brian Morgan- cd on November 3rd

• sports was presented by 
n. christian stokes on Thursday, November 10th 

• ManageMent & consulting was 
presented by greg shirley on Thursday, 
November 17th 

• education was presented by 
dr. Fritz pinnock on Thursday, November 24th 

Auditorium audience at one of our anniversary lectures

The platform party at the first lecture in the series: Principal Mark Smith at the 
lectern, presenters Derrick McKoy and Hugh Hart in the background, and MCOBA 
Executives Arthur Williams, Kenry Jackson, and Bobby Stephens in the foreground.
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160th 
anniversary 
church 
Service:
 
The 160th Anniversary Church Service was held 
at the Richard Roper Auditorium on Sunday June 
19th, and Rev. Devon Dick, almost-Munronian, 
and President of the Jamaica Baptist Union, led 
the service. 

Greetings were brought by Senator Ruel Reid, 
Minister of Education, Youth and Information, 
and also by Hon Floyd Green, State Minister in 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information. 

After the service there was the symbolic 
opening of the Museum. The entire day was well 
attended.

MuseuM & MonuMent

This project was launched after the Church 
Service and involved the creation of a Museum 
out of two classrooms near the chapel. 

President Arthur Williams coordinated this effort, 
and he was ably assisted by quantity surveyor 
“Woody” Whitely, Architect Desmond Hayle, and 
project manager Robert Marrett. 

Unfortunately the Museum display had to be 
temporary, as the classrooms were needed so 
the items have to go into storage. However it is 
expected that next year the museum will have a 
permanent home, perhaps appropriately in one 
of the heritage buildings.

McoBa inaugural 
6.5 K run – tHe top 
rocK cHallenge
Yes, for those of you who remember seeing it, 
the original flyer did say 6.2K, but what’s point 
– 3 kilometres between friends?

This event was coordinated by Courtney 
Haughton & Robert Marrett, and the 6.5K run/
walk took place on September 3rd as a part of the 
“homecoming weekend” of activities, as well as 
a highlight of our 160th anniversary events.

All boarders will remember those military boot 
camp style Saturday morning runs in our junior 
years – some with a tad more enthusiasm than 
others! What character building! 

It was a tremendous success, and looks set to be 
an annual calendar event from now on, having 
attracted WATA as a title sponsor, plus Foska 
Oats, Bashco, the Jamaica Red Cross, and others. 
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The Jamaica Observer printed our Anniversary Supple-
ment on Sunday, 1st May 2016 and this gave a lot of 
exposure to the anniversary activities and the achieve-
ments of the school and has given Munro College quite 
a lift. 

The publication, which had 28 pages plus a 4-page 
“brawta” insert, was well supported by Munronian and 
Munro-friendly advertisers, and our contact persons at 
the Observer were very good to work with.

The supplement was coordinated by Tony Morrison, 
who still has a small amount of hard copies, and can 
be contacted directly or via the Secretariat by those 
interested.

The Secretariat is also in the process of obtaining an 
electronic copy for posterity, which will eventually be 
hosted on our website.

Anniversary Supplement
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In its four years of existence before this, the Munro 
College Old Boy’s Association (MCOBA) Hall of Fame 
usually inducts, on average, about a half a dozen 
persons at a time.

But this year was different and special.

This year, Munro College is celebrating all of 160 
years of existence, and so to recognize the occasion, 
on Sunday October 9, 2016, at Munro College, the 
fifth annual Hall of Fame induction roster was bravely 
broadened to field 16 – one person for each decade of 
Munro’s existence - seven posthumous, and nine alive.  

In addition to expanding the numbers for the occasion, 
the Arthur Williams-led MCOBA has also started to 
widen the demographic. In contrast to most awardees 
so far being somewhat advanced in years if not 
posthumous, one inductee this time was relatively 
young, and this trend is expected to continue. Finance 
executive Christian Stokes, known to local track and 
field historians as a former 100m Class 1 champion at 
“Champs,” and more widely known internationally as 
part of Jamaica’s famous first-ever Olympic Bobsleigh 
team and later President of Jamaica’s Bobsleigh 
Federation, is the youngest inductee to date.       

Other living inductees were: Grace Missionary Church 
founder, the Rev. David Clark; star athlete and media, 
racehorse and agriculture industries personality, Vin 
Lumsden; award-winning entrepreneur and Munro 
stalwart Trevor Armstrong; former Contractor General 
and former Dean of the Norman Manley Law School 
Faculty of Law, Derrick McKoy, OD; prominent architect 
and Munro benefactor, Gladstone Fisher; celebrated 
cardiology specialist Dr. Trevor Robinson; internationally 
sought-after chartered accountant, Richard Downer; 
and former star athlete turned internationally acclaimed 
artist, writer and artist advocate, Errol Lloyd.

At the other end of the spectrum, Hall of Fame member 
the Hon. Hugh Hart, OJ, international corporate lawyer 
and former Government Minister, was on hand to accept 
the induction of his late father, Clinton Hart, OBE. 
Clinton Hart was a legendary stalwart of Jamaica’s 
legal fraternity and, like his son, a former star athlete 
at Munro. Hugh was inducted in 2014, a year after his 
cousin Tony Hart, CD, and now the Harts are so far 
the only ‘Munro family’ to have three inductees. The 
Sangster family has two. 

Another point of interest was a memorable example of 
a shared connection and comradery between two of the 

16 FOR 160! 
16 INDUCTED INTO MUNRO COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ HALL OF 

FAME AS MUNRO CELEBRATES 160 YEARS.
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nation’s most prominent boys schools. In attendance at 
this very blue and gold Munro function was the very 
purple and white presence of the President of the 
Kingston College Old Boys Association, Patrick Dallas, 
and a small delegation from KC. The reason? One 
of the inductees was a Munro Old Boy who is none 
other than the late KC legend, Douglas Forrest, former 
KC headmaster and founder of the Kingston College 
Choir. Just as Munro owes Jamaica College a debt 
for the recently-departed former legendary Munro 
headmaster, Richard Roper, KC indeed owes Munro 
quite a debt for Douglas Forrest.    

Some feminist history was also made at the school 
which prides itself on producing gentlemen. The Hall 
of Fame welcomed its first female inductee, late former 
school Matron Miss Edith “Shottie” Wright, who was 
pivotal in the construction of the picturesque Munro 
College Chapel, which is now a national heritage 
building.  

The other posthumous inductees were: brilliant scholar, 
Munro’s first-ever “day boy,” and former President of the 
Court of Appeal, the Hon. Ira Rowe, OJ; internationally 
acclaimed writer, Andrew Salkey; legendary defence 
attorney, the Hon. Ian Ramsay, Queen’s Council (QC). 
He was Jamaica’s youngest ever QC, and the only one 
to give it up in protest and then be awarded QC again. 
Also inducted posthumously was the late renowned 
opinion journalist and writer Morris Cargill, CD, who 
also had a hand in creating Tia Maria, Jamaica’s 
famous coffee liqueur. 

Eligible for the Hall of Fame are old boys who have 
made significant contributions to the school and/or 
to society at the national or international level, and 
members of the school’s administration - male or 
female - who have made significant contributions to 
the institution. The MCOBA welcomes nominations 
and information on prospective inductees.

L-R: Chris Stokes, inductee; Derrick McKoy, inductee; Rohan Robinson, collecting for his father, inductee Dr. 
Trever Robinson; Dorienne Rowen-Campbell, collecting for inductee Errol Lloyd; MCOBA President Arthur 
Williams; Philip Armstrong, collecting for his father, inductee Trevor Armstrong; inductee Gladstone Fisher; 
inductee Richard Downer; Mrs Garcia-Powell, Munro senior teacher, collecting for inductee Vin Lumsden, and 
Munro Principal Mark Smith, collecting for inductee the Rev. David Clarke. 

living inductees:
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tHe Kc connection: 

KC joins Munro to honour the late Douglas Forrest, KC legend and Munro Old Boy:  
L-R: KC Old Boy Derrick Denniser; current KC and former Munro athletics coach Neil Harrison; MCOBA 
President Arthur Williams; KC Old Boy Marlon Perry; and KCOBA President Patrick Dallas. Interestingly, 
Dallas is a St. Elizabeth native, the parish of Munro College, and is an executive of the very Munro-friendly St. 
Elizabeth Homecoming Foundation. 
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THE MCOBA HALL OF 
FAME TO DATE:

tHe inaugural

event



15

Those already inducted since 2012 
and prior to this year are:

Legendary Headmaster Richard B. Roper; his 
right hand and legendary chemistry teacher, 
the late Vice Principal Steve “Staggy” Harle; 
High Mountain Coffee mogul and former Board 
and Trust Chairman John “Jackie” Minott, CD; 
sporting legend and phenomenon, Lloyd “Lindy” 
Delapenha; school founders Caleb Dickenson 
and Robert Hugh Munro; former Headmaster 
William Simms; Rhodes scholar and national Poet 
Laureate, the Hon. Professor Mervyn Morris, 
OM; late former Board Chairman Laurie Sharpe; 
national boxing and tennis administrator and 
indefatigable Old Boy, the late C. Lloyd Allen; 
medical Professor and former Trust Chairman, 
the Hon. Professor Owen Morgan, OJ; business 
icon and philanthropist Anthony “Tony” Hart, 

CD; his cousin, celebrated international lawyer 
and former government minister, the Hon. Hugh 
Hart, OJ; former Prime Minister the late Most Hon. 
Sir Donald Sangster, ON; his cousin, former star 
athlete and celebrated educator, the Hon. Dr. Alfred 
Sangster, OJ; corporate icon, the Hon. William 
“Billy” McConnell, OJ; the late Louis Simpson, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and decorated WW 
II hero; the late Ron Sturdy, prominent lawyer, 
star athlete and the first Jamaican to be decorated 
in WW II; the late Hon. A.E. “Wagga” Harrison, 
the school’s first legendary headmaster; the Hon. 
Burchell Whiteman, OJ, prominent educator, 
politician and diplomat; Major General Robert 
Neish, the longest serving Chief of Staff of the 
JDF; and celebrated industrial research chemist, 
Dr. John Ewen, American National Medal of 
Technology winner.

One highlight of the 160th anniversary celebrations occurred during the annual Jackson Shield (Munro VS 
Cornwall) weekend, which had a great turnout.

The off-field highlight was the renaming and dedication of a lecture hall in honour of Mr. and Mrs Dolphin – the 
Horton and Jaycintha Dolphin Lecture Hall, and the presentation of a cheque for US$10,000 from Dr. and Mrs. 
Maurice Wright to go with it, all on behalf of the class of 77.

The class of 77, coordinated 
by persons like Wayne Smith, 
Horace Cox and Dr. Maurice 
“Lenky” Wright, are very active 
in our overseas chapters, and the 
group has already orchestrated 
other initiatives such as donating 
computer lab equipment.

Class of 1977 Steps Up

L-R: Wayne Smith, Horace Cox, 
Mr. Dolphin, and Headmaster 

Mark Smith gather for the 
formalities with Mrs Dolphin and 

Mrs Roper seated.



16

Mrs Dolphin shows off the plaque as Mrs. Roper looks on. 

The cheque presentation. 
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MUNRO’S FIRST 
SUB-10!! 

Finally!

If they knew then all we know now, it no doubt would 
have already been done by the likes of the legendary 
Lindy Delapenha and the late Douglas Manley, but in 
the modern era, the honour now belongs to another.

Former Munro College sprinter Senoj-Jay Givens, 
while representing the University of Texas, has be-
come the 16th Jamaican, and the first Munronian, to run 
under 10 seconds flat for the 100 metre event. 

On Wednesday June 8, this year, at the NCAA (Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association) division One 
Championships at Hayward Field at the University 
of Oregon, in Eugene Oregon, USA, Givens clocked 
what is still a personal-best (PB) 9.96 seconds to win 
his semi-final heat. 

Unfortunately, two days later he faded after a bad 
start in the final to finish 3rd with 10.25, but his record 
semi-final run remained the highlight of the meet.  

He is the first University of Texas athlete to run a 
wind-legal sub-10, and is now the 9th fastest athlete in 
US collegiate history. 

His best time in the 200 is 20.47 done in 2015, also on 
the fast Eugene track in Oregon.

The closest run to Givens by a Munronian would have 
been Patrick “Shine” Williams (no known relation to 
Delano) of the class of 83. Shine’s legal PB (he report-
edly ran a wind-aided sub-10 at some point in the 90’s) 
of 10.06, clocked in California in May 1990, was com-
fortably on the top ten list of Jamaican times before 
Asafa and Bolt and Blake came along.    

A bit of a late bloomer, Seno-Jay played second fiddle 
to the more well-known Delano Williams in his senior 
years at Munro, and when he grabbed the silver medal 
behind Williams in a Munro 1-2 in the 100 metres at 
Champs 2013, it was even somewhat of an upset.  Now 
he has gone on to clock sub-10 before Williams, who 
seems to be concentrating more on the 200 and 400. 
Williams’ best time for the 100m remains the 10.28 he 
clocked as a schoolboy.

The versatile Givens was on the Munro 4X400 team 
which captured the relay gold at the 2012 Penn Relays 
in 3:11:91 over KC, Manchester, Calabar, and STETHS. 
In 2015, he upset rising American sprint star Trayvon 
Bromell to win a 60 metre event in a PB 6.59, beating 
Bromell into third place.

He reported to our last Olympic Trials in the 100 me-
tres, but after beating Asafa Powell in the heats and 
pushing Bolt in the semis, he faded to 6th in the finals. 
It was a very creditable effort for a first-timer, but he 
appeared to take it very hard.  

Givens is improving steadily, is clearly a tremendous 
talent and one to watch for the future, but he needs to 
work on his consistency and on keeping his emotions 
in check. Some old boy mentoring would be in order. 
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Givens running for Munro.
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After placing a creditable 8th at Champs 2016, despite 
being in a rebuilding phase after losing several senior 
athletes, Munro College went on to do very well at the 
2016 Penn Relays at the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Franklin Field in Philadelphia weeks later.

Our 4x100 team of Andre Edwards, Romel Plummer, 
Rushane Edwards and Delano Williams (a different 
Delano Williams, clearly, but go figure!) won the 4x100 
meters sprint in the small schools category (boys’ 
schools with less than 525 students above class 3) in 
a time of 41.13 seconds, equalling the record for the 
category set by STETHS in  2014.

Munro has already joined the elite club of 7 schools 
who have recorded a sub 40 second clocking in this 
event, on Jamaican soil (39.92, Kingston, 2011), but 
is yet to do so at the Penn Relays. Hopefully we will 
correct this soon.

Thanks largely to the Delano Williams era and his 
strong supporting cast, our record in the mile relay is 
much better. In the 4x400, Munro has the 3rd and 6th 
fastest high school times ever at Penn – 3:09:24 and 
3:10:01, both recorded at the same meet in 2013. Led by 
speedster Delano Williams, Munro has also won the 
4x400 event twice in a row, in 2011 and 2012, and we 
were only denied a 3-peat in 2013 by the emergence of 
the great Javon Francis and what is now his trademark 
chasing anchor leg. 

Over in the field, upper 6th former Kino Dunkley won 
the high school boys’ discus. His winning mark of 57.89 
meters made him the fourth Jamaican to win the event 
in the last seven years, and the first Jamaican thrower 
outside of Calabar to ever win at Penn. 

  

Munro Shines at 2016 Penn Relays
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On Wednesday, April 13, mere days before the 
launch of Munro’s 160th anniversary, Munro’s 
debating team spanked Cornwall College in the 
2016 final of the Burger King – sponsored national 
secondary school’s debating competition.

Lead speaker Mario Plummer Congo-Nyah also 
took the best debater prize.

The teams debated the motion, “This House would 
implement performance-based pay for teachers in 
Jamaica. 

MUNRO TAKES
NATIONAL DEBATING 

CROWN

Munro’s champion debate team shows off their trophy at the launch of the 160th anniversary: l-r, Ms. Evonie Blake, team 
coach, Mark Smith, Principal, team members Mario Plummer Congo-Nyah, Owayne Honeyghan, and Nahjae Nunes, 
with Education, Youth and Information State Minister Floyd Green and Minister Ruel Reid.
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It’s good to be King…in addition to having a good looking chaperone all 
season, the winning team also gets to pose with a Miss World! 
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MUNRO’S 
FIRST
GRAMMY 
NOD!
Munronian (and son of a Munronian) 
Kumar Bent, frontman of the critically 
acclaimed young reggae band Raging 
Fyah, appears to have the honour of 
the being the first Munronian to be nominated for a 
Grammy award.

The closest we have come so far, as far as the Chronicle 
could ascertain, is acclaimed producer Don Corleone, 
who has produced songs on a Sean Paul Grammy-
winning album, but did not produce the entire album, 
and so could not claim the Grammy as a producer. But 
that would have been in the category of producer, so the 
28 year-old Kumar would still be the first Munronian 
nominated as an artiste.

The group snagged the nomination for their third 
album, Everlasting. 

Other nominees in the reggae category this year are 
Ziggy Marley, Rebolution, Soja, J Boog, and Devin Di 
Dakta & J.L. 

The Grammy awards will air on Sunday February 12, 
2017.

Regarded as one of Jamaica’s most promising young 
acts, Raging Fyah is true to the conscious, roots rock 
tradition of reggae’s core, and the radio-friendly sound 
of the 5-man aggregation is heavily influenced by 
legendary reggae groups like the Wailers, Third World, 
and the England-based Aswad and Steel Pulse. Indeed, 
all five members of the group have been influenced by 
former Third World stalwart and musical maestro, the 
great Michael Ibo Cooper. 

Keyboardist Demar “Keysie” Gayle, drummer Anthony 
Watson, and bassist Delroy “Pele” Hamilton met 
under Cooper’s tutelage at Kingston’s Edna Manley 
College of the Visual and Performing Arts. They joined 
forces with older guitarist Courtland “Gizmo” White 
and became Inside Out in 2002, then changed name to 

Raging Fyah in 2006. They started as a backing band 
for major local acts, and fulfilled their ambition to do 
original music when they were joined and completed 
by Munronian lead singer Kumar Bent in 2010.

Bent had passed through the Edna Manley school 
after them, and like them, had been influenced by Ibo 
Cooper, who was the one who encouraged him to start 
writing and singing his own songs. The rest is history 
that is still being written.

The first album, Judgment Day, came in 2011, and 
with it in 2012 came appearances at Rebel Salute, 
Jamaica Jazz and Blues Festival, plus European festival 
appearances like Summerjam, Garance, and Rototom 
Sunsplash. An increase in their global following came 
with the release of sophomore album Destiny in 2014.

The group recently signed with the Dub Rockers 
subsidiary of VP Records, and the 13-track Grammy-
nominated studio album was recorded at Tuff Gong 
Studios in Kingston, with production by Llamar “Riff 
Raff” Brown, who has worked with the likes of Stephen 
and Damian Marley and Morgan Heritage. The album, 
released on May 27, features collaborations with Jesse 
Royal, Hawaiian reggae artiste and fellow nominees J 
Boog, and Busy Signal. 

The album debuted at number 2 on the Billboard 
Reggae Album charts in June this year. 

Although Munronians have contributed and at times 
dominated in practically all other aspects of Jamaican 
life, we are late bloomers when it comes to music. Why? 
Perhaps because, for a long time, our own Jamaican 
music was not encouraged or tolerated by “polite 
society,” and so would have enjoyed no prominence 
at a school like Munro. This is why no Munronians are 
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to be found among the greats of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s 
who pioneered Jamaican music. We always had music 
producers, but no prominent artistes or musicians. 
Because Kingston was the epicentre of Jamaica’s music 
development, our colleagues who attended Kingston 
schools at the time could not be sheltered from the 
influence as we were.

So we have come to the party late, but with the likes 
of Kumar, Protojé, producer Don Corleone, publicist 
Jerome Hamilton, Katalys Crew, and many other 
young guns, we have come with a vengeance.
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LONG LIVE THE KING, THE KING IS DEAD.
“…The leader of the band is tired, and his eyes are growing old, 

but his blood runs through my instrument, and his song is in  my soul; 
my life has been a poor attempt, to imitate the man, 
I’m just a living legacy, to the leader of the band…”  

- Leader of the Band, Dan Fogleberg.

The urn bearing Mr. Roper’s ashes, later interred just outside the auditorium named after him. 

The revered leader, legend, mentor, maestro, icon and 
institution that Richard B. Roper was to all Munronians 
and Munro observers, and the beloved husband, father, 
father-in-law, grandfather and friend that he was to his 
family and friends, peacefully left us all on Wednesday 
August 10, 2016. 

He was 89.

As Munronian Lance Neita put it in his Observer article 
four days later, “a mighty tree has fallen in the forest.” 

In addition to being a Munro legend, he was a stalwart 
of his adopted parish and a nationwide example of 
what a high school headmaster should be.  

He was born in St. Mary, Jamaica, in December 1926, 
and educated at Jamaica College and McGill University 
in Canada.

He came to Munro first as a junior master right after 
graduating from Jamaica College, and taught biology 
from 1946 to 1947. He then went off to McGill, where 
he gained his BSc. and MSc. in biology as well as a 

wife. He returned to Jamaica in 1951, and taught at 
Wolmer’s Boys School before returning to his true 
calling at Munro in 1952. Tragically, his first wife died 
suddenly, but fate was kind to him after that loss and 
he soon remarried to Merle. In 1955, he was to become a 
national sensation when he was appointed headmaster 
at the tender age of 28, one of the youngest persons 
ever appointed to lead a school of any kind in Jamaica.  

The rest, as they say, is history, and as the Roper era 
extended until his retirement in 1982, what a history it 
has been! 

He is arguably Munro’s second legendary headmaster, 
after the somewhat controversial but effective Albert 
E. “Wagga” Harrison, but there is no argument as to 
which one is the biggest and most enduring legend to 
date. 

Munro College was all of 99 years old when Roper took 
over, and it was already a great school before he had 
anything to do with it. Since then, however, and up to 
now, the stellar reputation that Munro College enjoys 
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as the last bastion of educated Jamaican gentlemen, is 
due in no small part to the leadership of Richard Roper. 
Especially for those of us born between 1945 and 1971, 
when we say that Munro made us who we are, we are 
also saying that Roper made us who we are, because it 
was truly Roper’s Munro. 

He protected the school’s best traditions and created 
his own, and he protected his office. He once told a boy 
“you can mess with Richard Roper, but you can’t mess 
with the Head Master of Munro College!”

Richard  Roper dutifully reported to his school 
at morning chapel like a CEO reporting to his 
shareholders, and so taught us transparency and 
accountability, and that justice must be seen to be done. 
He encouraged extra-curricular activities, and taught 
us that life was not a spectator sport. He encouraged 
sports, but insisted on fair-play and gentlemanly 
conduct in sports, and taught us to accept both victory 
and defeat with grace and dignity. He taught us to be 
gentlemen, and as he did in other matters, he led by 
example in how he treated his wife and the female 
members of the school community. He sometimes gave 
new life to the phrase “righteous indignation,” bright 
red face and all, but he also showed us that he was not 
too big to apologise when he was wrong, and also that 
he was grounded and secure enough to sometimes 
have a big laugh at himself along with us. In tandem 
with Stephen Harle, he cultivated and entrenched 
an egalitarian society at Munro, where persons from 
diverse backgrounds could find common ground, and 
where we learned to appreciate and respect each other 
along the lines of personal values, instead of along the 
lines of class or colour.

Mr. Roper leaves behind his beloved wife Merle, three 
Munronian sons, school principal Jonathon, university 
math professor Kevin, and retired army officer 
Geoffrey, several grandchildren and other family 
members, plus a legion of Munronians across several 
generations whose lives he has indelibly influenced for 
the better. 

On Friday August 19, his funeral service was held at 
Munro in the auditorium which bears his name, and 
his ashes were later interred just outside, appropriately 
next to Steve “Staggy” Harle, his former administrative 
right hand and fellow Munro legend. 

Leading the tributes at the service were lifelong friend, 
Munronian the Hon. Dr. Alfred Sangster, good friend 
and Jamaica Broilers patriarch, Robert Levy, eldest son 
and legendary former Munro troublemaker Jonathan, 
plus Minister and State Minister respectively of 

Education, Youth and Information, Munronians Senator 
Ruel Reid and Floyd Green. A heartfelt, poignant, and 
tear-jerking tribute in song was performed by one of 
his grandsons, Blake Roper, son of retired Lieutenant 
Colonel Geoffrey Roper, former Commanding Officer 
of the JDF Air Wing. 

Richard Roper was one of a kind, and will forever be 
missed, but as the MCOBA again extends our sincere 
condolences to his family, we take great comfort in 
knowing that he already knew how much we loved 
him.     

    

An enduring love…in spirit, they will always walk together.

A section of the crowd at his interment. 
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Every year group batch that has ever passed 
through Munro is being asked to get organized.

Some of us graduate twice, at 5th form and then 
again at the end of Upper 6, but for the sake of 
simplicity, let us agree to  call ourselves the 
class of our 5th form graduation year,  with the 
understanding that those of us who did 6th form 
together after that are also counted in that same 
batch.

What do we want you to do?

First of all, for your own benefit, we want you 
to track each other down, maintain contact as a 
group, and plan periodic reunions, and let the 
school and the MCOBA know what you are up to. 

We will always know which class just graduated, 
but I would love to know which is the oldest batch 
left with living members since Munro began in 
1856 – wouldn’t you? 

Second, we want each batch to appoint or elect a 
group leader and if necessary a small executive, 
and thus formally become an active part of 
the MCOBA community as a group. From this 
platform, you can then see to it that your batch 
members pay their dues, and as a group, with the 
oversight of the MCOBA and the Principal, you 
can plan and implement your own projects to 
assist Munro, in the name of your batch. 

Several batches have already been doing these 
things, and now we want ALL of you to get 
organized and get on board. 

The class of 83 staged a weekend reunion in 2003, 
and in the pre-Facebook era still managed to find 
about a hundred of their ranks, although only 
about 30 could physically make it for the reunion. 
With the help of sponsors they staged a luncheon 
at the school – guest speaker and all - where they 
honoured their past headmaster and vice principal 
and housemasters along with their spouses. Mr. 

CALLING ALL BATCHES – CALLING ALL CLASSES! 

Members of the Class of 83 pose with Mr. Roper with his all-star team of
Housemasters and their spouses during their 2003 reunion.
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Roper and Mr. Harle received citations and a 
week for two each at Sandals St. Lucia, while 
former Housemasters Mr. Dolphin, Mr. White, 
Mr. Lowrie, Mr. Reynolds and Mrs. Reynolds all 
received Heather Sutherland paintings of Munro 
buildings plus weekends for two at a Super Clubs 
resort of their choice. Mr Harle also received 
the bonus gift of a special 50-year old blend of 
Appleton rum. Still to come from this group is a 
scholarship in honour of Mr. Roper. 

In this newsletter we see the activities of the Class 
of 77 highlighted, and other batches have been 
active over time. The Class of 81 has had several 
reunions, and especially at the time when their 
group leader was PTA President, members of 
the group did several things to help the school 
or individual students in need. The Class of 
84 has also staged one reunion, and fenced and 
resurfaced the padda court, and the class of 91 has 
also organized a reunion and made contributions 
to the school.

Jealous yet? Good! Get your batch organized!  

The current flavour of the month, though, for the 
past several months, is undoubtedly the Class of 
82.

They are very organized, stay in touch, and have 
been showing off at every Munro-related function 
by coming out in force and easily being the best-
represented batch at every gathering. Are we 
really going to let them keep showing off like this? 
Get your batch organized! 

For help with getting your batch organized, from 
those who have already done it, if you need it – ask 
the Secretariat to put you in touch with Donovan 
Hinds of the Class of 81, Sherman Thomas of the 
Class of 82, Tony Morrison of the batch of 83, and 
Peter Brown of the Class of 84. 

Notice the 80’s trend? 80’s rule – unless the rest of 
you can organize to outdo us – let’s go! 

Class of 82 in the building!
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Once again Munro College demonstrated the tremen-
dous talent that exists within its walls and its place as a 
beacon of excellence. 

In true Munro College style, our boys dominated the 
competition and walked away with the first, second and 
third place in their respective age category. 

The winners are Tahj Sinclair (1st), Caden Ferguson 

(2nd) and Logan Hamilton (3rd). 

The competition is an annual global design study that 
seeks to engage our youth in exploring future trends in 
car design. Thanks in order to Headmaster Mark Smith 
and art teachers Mr. Rayon Griffiths and Mr. Isadore 
McIntyre. 

Munro college wins 2016 
toyota dream car art competition

It doesn’t matter how old, how tall, how rich, how bad, or how grey you think you are 
– Mrs Roper will still give you a lecture if you need one!
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Mark Smith has been at the helm since July 2015, 
and his slim young shoulders carry the heavy 
expectation that Munro’s next great era is about to 
begin under his watch. 

He looks young enough to be a 6th former, 
but is very old school in his values and 
approach while embracing modern 
technology. 

He is not a Munro Old Boy, but sounds 
like us, carries himself like us, and 
appreciates our history as well as our 
glorious potential for the future, while not 
underestimating the daunting task ahead 
of him. Like Harrison and Roper before 
him, he starts young, and we hope that 
like them, his mark will be indelible over 
the next 160 years.  

A ShOUt OUt tO
PRinCiPAL MARk SMith

Last Castro left standing. 
This picture has been used (not by 

the person in it) to trick a few people 
into believing that the late real Fidel 

actually visited Munro!
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We hear it all the time.

“What is Munro doing?” and “what are the Old 
Boys doing?”

But the real question is, what are YOU doing?

Yes, there are many of you who are active 
members and faithful contributors, like those of 
you who contributed to our scholarship fund and 
other initiatives, but what of the rest of you? Have 
you paid your dues? Have you ever given time to 
serve on a committee? Have you helped a club 
or a team or a teacher or a student at Munro, 
and have you been helping or contributing in any 
way? 

Do you have the slightest idea how difficult it is to 
operate a boys’ boarding school in this day and 
age? Why do you think we are the only one left in 
Jamaica? What is Munro doing and what are the 
old boys doing? Do you think we have a magic 
wand? This newsletter will give you a hint of what 
we have been doing, despite many obstacles, 
including what has to be described as inadequate 
support from most of you. The school still manages 
to maintain its status as one of the best schools in 
the country and the region. Of course, we want to 
be more than that. We want to be the undisputed 
best – but that will take more than just talking from 
you. It will take a lot of work and support from all of 
us – more than just the same few faces trying to do 
all the work until we are burnt out. Yes, voluntary 
work is hard, but more heads and hands and 
hearts make it much easier.  

What are the Old Boys doing? It takes cash to 
care, so when last have you paid your dues? Just 
prior to our recent AGM, we had 113 paid up 
members. 113, from a school that is 160 years old. 
That’s a disgrace. At annual dues of only J$2,000, 
that amounts to J$226,000. After we pay our utility 
bills and staff, exactly what and how much are we 
supposed to be doing with that, pay the school 
fees of one needy student and call it a day? Most 
of us will routinely blow that amount of money 
(which is cheaper than the dues of many other 
schools, by the way) over a few drinks in a matter 
of minutes, but you can’t spare it for your school’s 

association for an entire year, and you still have 
the gall to ask what the old boys are doing? 

However, in spite of such poor support, the MCOBA, 
among other things, has recently instituted and 
since maintained the only properly executed high 
school Hall of Fame system in Jamaica, a multi-
million dollar scholarship programme, and just 
executed a plethora of activities to commemorate 
our beloved school’s 160th anniversary.

If for some reason you don’t love your school, then 
fine. Declare it and get out the way. But if you do, 
as most of us claim to, then start showing it. Get 
involved. Support your school. Pay your dues. You 
don’t have to be rich with the ability to donate 
millions to help – although we’ll take it if you are. 
We also need your time and your expertise, and 
maybe you have rich friends and associates you 
can influence to help your school in your name. 

Importantly, however, make your contributions in 
an orderly way. Munronians do things properly. 
To avoid any misunderstanding or confusion, 
please route all your support or assistance through 
the MCOBA, copied to the principal, or through 
the Principal copied to the MCOBA. If you are 
overseas, route all your support through your 
nearest chapter. We don’t wish to take over your 
projects or take credit for them, but we need 
to ensure that we all do things in a structured, 
cohesive, transparent and orderly way, and 
always operate as one family.

As for those of you who are indeed already quietly 
contributing in meaningful ways, like the person 
who always sends balls to the football team, 
or the person who takes care of the Penn relay 
teams when they arrive, and several others…we 
understand and applaud your modest wish to not 
seek recognition, but with your permission, we think 
it is time you are recognized. Not just because you 
deserve it, but also because it will also add some 
structure to our fundraising activities. Persons will 
be less inclined to routinely send you requests for 
help if they already know you are supporting a pet 
project at Munro. We want to move away from the 
old-fashioned method of blindly asking the same 
people for help over and over for everything that 

AN EDITORIAL NOTE, FROM TONY MORRISON:
A CHALLENGE TO ALL OLD BOYS: PUT YOUR TIME, SKILLS,

INFLUENCE AND MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS.
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comes up, and encourage more persons to take 
on specific pet projects as official sponsors.

Pay your annual dues. For the time being, until 
we raise it soon, it remains J$2,000 or US$20. 
Some overseas chapters of other schools already 
charge from US$25 to US$55 annually while the 
local associations start fees at J$2500 up.

You can make payment at any branch of the 
Bank of Nova Scotia Ltd to account number 
802479 at ScotiaBank Half Way Tree branch (transit 
# 60145) or any branch of National Commercial 
Bank Jamaica Ltd Account number 062188006 at 
the King Street branch. Please insist that the bank 
records the name of the payee, and then send 

us e-mail confirmation - receipt or confirmation 
number and date - of your deposit. 

Otherwise, drop it off by the Secretariat with our 
administrator Mrs. Blake at 3 Musgrave Avenue 
(The Music House), Kingston 10, or call at 927-6686 
or 423-0459. You can also send in your dues with 
any member of the executive. Overseas old boys 
can discuss with us or your nearest chapter how to 
get your dues to us.   

Looking forward to your support in 2017, and thus 
greater success and a brighter future for Munro. 
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