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2 The Munro College family 

mourns the passing of 
Mr. Elias Lutfy Azan. 

This exemplary leader, husband, 
father, friend and alumnus has 
contributed tremendously to 
many within the Munro College 
fraternity. Mr. Azan’s passing 
is particularly significant to 
the Munro College family, as 
he served the institution with 
dignity, grace and unwavering 
commitment, for what seemed 
like a lifetime. Elias, as he was 

affectionately known, joined the Munro College family in 1967 
as an energetic and optimistic lad; he would retain that youthful 
disposition throughout his life. He honed his leadership skills 
in various roles until in 1973-74 he was appointed Head Boy. 
Little did he know that he would in the coming years, rise to 
post of Chairman of the Board of Gover-nors.

Mr. Azan believed that Munro College was not only the finest all 
boys’ school in the Caribbean but also was uniquely positioned 
through its boarding programme to groom young gentlemen 
of the highest ilk. He was most passionate about retaining the 
essence of a good Munro College ed-ucation, which be argued, 
was as much about the transmission of positive values as it 
was about academics. Elias was also the fiercest advocate for 
a robust co-curricular programme that includ-ed a strong focus 
on sports as he believed this discipline promoted a strong sense 
of resilience and provided a unique understanding of the value 
of teamwork.  

The ‘City atop the Santa Cruz Hills’ helped generations of 
boys in their acquisition of a world-class secondary education 
and Elias’ life and work shun as one of Munro College’s 
brightest beacons. Mr. Azan was an extraordinary Munronian 
who believed in the potential of every stu-dent. He used every 

available opportunity to journey to the school to motivate both 
students and staff to strive for excellence. He also possessed 
a phenomenal love and passion for his alma ma-ter, serving 
previously as Vice President and President of the Munro College 
Old Boys’ Associa-tion (MCOBA) where he championed 
the need for expanded contributions towards the scholar-ship 
programme and the launch of an endowment fund. He was 
recruited to serve on the Board of Governors in 2013 and a few 
years later selected to serve as Vice Chairman of the school 
board (2015-2018) and eventually Chairman (2019-2021). 
He was a true visionary and his trans-formational approach to 
leadership exemplified efficiency, accountability, integrity and 
a prag-matic approach to management. He championed the 
principles of transparency and fairness throughout his business 
and personal life, always demonstrating an appreciation for the 
dignity of the human spirit

The school has lost a truly inspirational figure. The profound 
impact Mr. Azan had on those he interacted with will resonate 
through time, as he possessed an uncanny ability to connect 
with people from all walks of life and imbue himself to them. 
His larger-than-life persona cast a for-midable shadow that 
spans so many generations. He was indeed a man for all ages. 
He was the genuine embodiment of the ultimate Munronian.

As a school family, we offer our sincerest thanks to God for 
sustaining him throughout these many years. Elias remained 
resolute in his commitment to his faith and passion for life. 
We con-tinue to pray for his wife, mother, sons and the rest of 
his family at this difficult time; as we too share in this period 
of bereavement. Mr. Elias Azan will always be celebrated as a 
proud iconic Jamaican, Munronian and visionary leader with 
the audacity to make a positive impact. #Bobo ski watten! 

Mark Smith,
Headmaster

Tribute from The Chairman
of Munro & Dickenson Trust

On this solemn yet sad 
occasion, the Munro and 
Dickenson Trust expresses 

profound condolences to the entire 
family of
Mr. Elias Azan.

We are indeed grateful to Elias, 
whose affiliation with Munro College dates back to 1967 
when he entered first form. Not only did he maintain good 
grades throughout his seven years, he excelled at lawn tennis 
and participated in other sporting activities. 

Elias was very, very, very outspoken, and he was fair, very, 
very, very fair He invariably had his way, which to my 
knowledge and experience was always positive.

Being selected Head Perfect at Munro is a testament of his 
leadership, his passion and the respect afforded him by his 
peers. 

“It takes a minute to find a special person, an hour to 
appreciate them, a day to love them ……but it takes a lifetime 
to forget them.”
 
Undoubtedly Munro college played a significant role in his 

development that led to his illustrious career in business 
which he practiced until his sad, regrettable departure.

Elias, with his numerous obligations to family business, made 
time since his return to Jamaica, to   preside over the MCOBA 
after which he was appointed  by the Munro  and Dickenson 
Trust, to serve as Chairman  of   Munro College’s school 
board, a position he served with distinction, particularly 
during this, possibly, most difficult period in our memories. 

Elias worked and collaborated relentlessly, day by day to 
ensure order and safety at our noble institution. No one could 
have asked for more of him. I certainly could not.
He will be sadly missed! 

“Every man’s life ends the same way. It is only the details of 
how he lived and how he died that distinguish one man from 
another.”

M&DT    will embrace his ideas and his suggestions, which 
we hope to implement wherever and however possible.

“How can the dead be truly dead when they still live in the 
souls of those who are left behind?”

May his soul rest in peace and life perpetual shine upon him.

Dr. John Gordon   DDS., FICOI., MIADI.
Chairman M&DT

I first met Elias Azan in September 
1967. I was the Prefect in charge of 
the Calder House Junior Dormitory 

when he entered school and was placed 
in Calder House. It was evident to me 
that he possessed a zestful and exuberant 
persona and, as he settled in to boarding 
life, that he also possessed leadership 
qualities. He rose to be leader of the 
school’s Christian Fellowship activities 

and later Head Prefect.

After school, life’s journey took him to Lebanon for some 
years and then to Barbados where he eventually took over his 
family business and achieved great success. For sixteen of the 
years that he resided in Barbados, he was Jamaica’s Honorary 
Consul. Today, Jamaicans in Barbados still remember with 
fondness his leadership of the Jamaican community. For his 
service in that role, he was awarded a national honour by his 
country.

On his return to Jamaica from Barbados he took over 
management of his cousin’s business – Bashco stores and 
built that business from strength to strength.

In 2012 when I was asked to take over leadership of the Munro 
College Old Boys Association, I did so on the basis of picking 
my own team to lead the revitalization of the Association. I 
chose Elias as my Second Vice President. In the four years 
that I served, I conceptualized several initiatives, including 
a Hall of Fame, a Scholarship Fund for boys at the school, a 
Museum, and the Distinguished Lecture Series. In executing 
these initiatives, Elias was the main person on whom I relied, 
because he was a man who would get things done. 

When I demitted office, Elias took over as President of the 
MCOBA and added new dimensions to the programmes 
which we had started. He proved to be a master fund raiser 
for the Association and for the school. He was invited to take 
over Chairmanship of the School Board and gave up the 
Presidency of the MCOBA in order to do so. He was serving 
in that role at the time of his passing.

Munro College has lost a dedicated Old Boy and Jamaica, a 
true son. Walk good my friend.

H.E. Arthur Williams,
High Commissioner of Jamaica to Trinidad and Tobago.

“Irreplaceable, Stalwart 
Supporter, Exemplary 
Leader, Passionate, 

Committed to the Core” are 
all expressions used by Munro 
College Old Boys’ (MCOBs) to 
describe what Elias Azan meant 
to our Munro College family.

He attended Munro College 
between 1967 and 1974 and was 
an outstanding Head Boy between 
1973 -1974.

Elias left Jamaica for a number of years but maintained a 
close association with Munro. On his return from Barbados, 
during which time he served as Honorary Consul, he threw 
himself fully into becoming leader, major contributor, and 
motivator of the entire Munro College family. He was an 
Executive Member of the Old Boys’ Association before being 
elected President in 2016. He served util 2019 when he was 
appointed Chairman of the Board of Directors of Munro.

Elias was the “energizer bunny” of the Munro family of 
organizations. He was the chief fundraiser and conductor 
of the orchestra and “driver” of all the major initiatives to 
modernize the school and bring it into the 21st century. Elias 
was the consummate “tail twister” at MCOBA functions 

successfully raising millions of dollars for school projects.
Computers for the Computer laboratory, Tablets for students, 
New Tennis Courts, Window replacement in the Old Pearman 
Calder block, Upgrading of the Old Coke-Farquharson House. 
These and countless other projects had “Elias” stamped all 
over them and he played a critical role in bringing them to 
fruition. 

Elias will forever be revered and remembered by the members 
of the Munro College family, the Executive and Members 
of the Munro College Old Boys’ Association in particular. 
Above all, was his love for God Almighty and his family.

May his soul rest in eternal peace and may God comfort his 
wife Yasmin, mother Angie, sons Lutfy and Omar, and the 
rest of his family during this time of bereavement.

They can all be proud of his contribution to nation building, 
commerce and to Munro College his beloved Munro College, 
his beloved Alma Mater.

Bobo ski watten!

Peace, Love and understanding always.

Victor Tomlinson
President
Munro College Old Boys Association (MCOBA) 

COMFORTS OF THE MIND

I woke up to the sound of a loose window pane rattling in 
frame. I felt scared. The cold night air swept through the 
window and through my blankets, chilling me to the bone. 

The darkness hung like a black shadow hovering above me. A 
thin ray of light flattered in through the windows in my cubi-
cle, and danced on the curtain swaying gently in the breeze, 
making eerie shadows. I was shivering not only from the cold 
but also from fright. I did not trust the night.

There was a whistling noise as the wind rushed through the 
willow trees.  I could see the trees in my mind, and I could 
visualise the battle going on between the wind and the mighty 
willow tree. The wind trying to bend it over, and the tree fight-
ing to become straight again. I smiled to myself as I knew what 
the outcome would be. I relaxed as my mind drifted off.

Somewhere in the distance a dog barked. Once, twice, three 
times. He stopped. The night quiet again. The wind died down, 
so that the window no longer rattled and there was no whis-
tling sound as the wind rushed through the trees. The only au-
dible sound was that of the water pump as it strained to pump 
the water up from the tanks. I smiled to myself again…… It 
was a wonder the pump was working.

The cold night air again hit and I felt numb with cold I drew 
the blanket over my head, shut my eyes and snuggled down 
into a cosy position and shut out the night. Once again, I felt 
the protective darkness around me. My mind began to drift 
back into my former days of early childhood and I felt as a 
small child again. I remembered how I used to feel safe and 
secure under the protection of my blanket. I snuggled in some 
more and my mind was at ease. I was at peace with the world 
at that precious moment, living in the present and reminiscing 
about the past and I felt a smile crease my lips. In the silence of 
the night, under my blanket, I was safe. No more was I afraid.

The Dog was barking again…. This time I did not care. The 
wind was whistling through the trees once more and there 
was the persistent, annoying rattle of the window. The curtain 
swung madly in the wind, and it was as if they were being 
tormented and had worked themselves up into a mad frenzy. 
The ray of light took on a new appearance and seemed like a 
ray of light that brought hope with it, instead of eerie shadows. 
I no longer felt cold. It was as if my body was radiating with 
warmth more over my head, hugged up my pillow drifted into 
blissful sleep.

By Elias L. Azan from The Munronian 1972-1973

ELIAS LUTFY AZAN, OD, JP 

As majestic as those mountains “A 
top” whose summit you roamed as 

a Munro Schoolboy. The resonance of 
your name is as iconic as the Halls of 
Academia that nurtured your formative 
years. The essence of Munro is perfectly 
distilled and infused into every facet of 
your inspirational sojourn on this sphere 
of existence. Like stardust in a galaxy 
of effort and achievement grounded and 

undergirded by selfless service and sacrifice.
As Chairman of the Board of Governors, The  Parent Teachers 
Association felt your love and devotion to Munro College. 
It was palpable. The frequency at which your heart and soul 
vibrated for  “ The City On The Hill” is way seismic in its 
proportions; the energy white hot. Your service to the Board 
in the capacity  of Chairman was intangible.

It has become an indelible point of reference for every parent,  
teacher, child, administrator, and axillary worker who has, 
and will walk the halls of this noble institution. Your finger 
was literally on the pulse of every school boy’s experience  in 
a way that could  be weighed and measured by all. Your belief 

and practice were that the “Munro Boy” was central that his 
experience was the lifeblood of the process of Education. 
Every move to concretize this was Standardized Quality 
assured and channeled in this direction by sound effective 
management practices.

Your aim was inclusive and simply for the school to do its 
best for every boy by considering their unique needs while 
imbuding a sense of belonging. The creation of a physically 
as well as an emotionally secure learning environment, a 
holistic product. A dream to make Munro College, The city 
on the hill among the best high school in the world.

All aspects of the school community all stakeholders felt your 
embrace be it in a time of some loss, disappointment pain, or 
triumph.  You were a Board Chair who entered the psyche of 
parents and their dreams of the best future possible for their 
sons,  the dream of boys who look to Munro for added value. 
Your feet may never walk again these hollowed halls of  “The 
Great City Set Upon A Hill”,  but all will hear your footsteps 
echo into greatness...

Howard Hendricks, JP. President, Munro College PTA

TO ELIAS MY BROTHER
 & MY FRIEND

Elias my brother, my friend, my 
mentor, 
You cannot have passed, there is 
so many more that we planned to 
get done
You cannot have passed, we have 
plans to effect, plans that are 
incomplete 
You cannot have passed, family, 
friends and Munro College need 
you
You cannot have passed; your 
footprints are much too large to 

follow
You cannot have passed, your track record is far too exemplary
You cannot have passed, Munronians present and past cannot 
bear to say goodbye

You have passed because the master needs your organizational 
skills
You have passed because the Master needs your quick wit and 
easy laugh

You have passed because the good lord has decide you need to 
rest
Because you passed we now have to exemplify your qualities 
and provide leadership 
Your legacy, will never be forgotten by the Munro College 
Community
Greatness belongs to you and we can only hope to follow or 
come somewhere near to your achievements
Your commitment and zeal were exemplary 
A visionary who sees things that mere men do not easily see 
A Visionary who innovate to get things done right
You believed in change and therefore you incorporate and 
capture young minds to train and nurture
We will miss your leadership, your vision, your commitment 
and your drive
We will garner your tenacity to get things done
We will garner your commitment, unwavering to a fault
We will keep your mirth and wisdom to guide us forward.
Elias Azan, You have indeed carved your name in the annals of 
Munro College 
Elias ………
My Brother My friend, My Mentor.

Murphy Donald Greg, 
Chairman of the Munro College Board of Governors

        June 21, 1956 to April 21, 2021

1. CADET INSPECTION 1972

3. ELIAS WITH A YOUNG MUNRONIAN 

4. ELIAS THE MENTOR

6. ELIAS TESTING 
THE REFURBISHED 
TENNIS COURT

7. MCOBA HALL OF FAME CEREMONY 2019
ELIAS AZAN, DR. BRIAN MORGAN, GASSAN AZAN, 
CARLA PARCHMENT, VICTOR TOMLINSON

2. MUNRONIAN COMMITTEE 1972 Back row; from left, D. 
Moore, E. Azan, M. Clarke, R. Reid, R. Parkes, K. Legister, P. 
Taylor, S. Deronx. Front row; from left; F. Myres, M. Pringle, Mr. H. 
Dolphin, Mrs. M. Roper, E.T. Benjamin, W. Linton

MUNRO COLLEGE CIRCA 1940

5. ELIAS WITH MRS. HARLE AND THE LATE MRS. MERLE 
ROPER


